Kerns Elk Case

The collective actions of four overzealous Sheridan hunters who repeatedly shot into a large herd of elk on Nov.
10, 2006, killing at least 10 animals and leaving the majority of the meat to waste, generated a collective sentence
of more than $23,000 in fines and restitution and 42 years of forfeited hunting privileges. The men (two sets of
brothers) were also sentenced to 90 days in jail, which was suspended, and placed on one year unsupervised
probation by Circuit Court Judge Robert Skar of Big Horn County.

The case commenced on Nov. 10, 2006, when a concerned hunter, who was hunting that day near the Kerns
Wildlife Habitat Management Area northwest of Sheridan, reported to Dayton Game Warden Alan Osterland of
hearing a long barrage of up to 90 rifle shots that day coming from the Kerns Habitat Area.

Osterland responded to the Kerns unit the next morning and visited hunting camps in the area. At the camp of
Albert D. and Ivan L. Pierce and Michael L. and Aaron L. May, the officer was told the party had killed four elk
and crippled a couple more the day before in the Broderick Bench area of the Kerns WHMA. The men said they
had retrieved the boned meat from two elk, had left two more elk at the site and further said that a member of their
party had returned with others to retrieve the other two elk that day.

Osterland began to suspect that the party may have been responsible for the shooting barrage. He and Game
Warden Troy Achterhof returned to the camp near evening and were told the party had yet to return from retrieving
the other two elk. The officers returned the next morning to find the men had returned with only 100 pounds of
boned meat from the two elk, which Osterland said he felt was clearly spoiled.

The two officers went out to the Broderick Bench area on Nov. 12. They discovered nine cow elk carcasses, all
shot, and another wounded cow elk with a shattered rear femur unable to move in the close vicinity. This elk, just
barely alive, was put out of its misery by the officers. Members of the Pierce/May party had earlier stated they had
been shooting at a cripple dragging its rear in that area. None of the nine carcasses had been gutted and three had
been partially boned out.

"In my 18 years of wildlife law enforcement this was far and away the most sickening crime scene I’ve had to
investigate," said Osterland, who led the investigation and patrols the district where the crime occurred.

The officers performed necropsies on the elk carcasses and also collected DNA samples from the carcasses for

laboratory analysis.  continued e
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